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Synopsis

Designed for students with little or no background in ancient Greek language and culture, this
collection of extracts from The History of the Peloponnesian War includes those passages that shed
most light on Thucydidesa ™ political theory--famous as well as important but lesser-known pieces
frequently overlooked by nonspecialists. Newly translated into spare, vigorous English, and situated
within a connective narrative framework, Woodruffa ™s selections will be of special interest to

instructors in political theory and Greek civilization. Includes maps, notes, glossary.
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Customer Reviews

... the selections go much deeper than the standard collection of the best-known speeches . . . in
Woodruffa ™s work | see a clear thread going through important passages and making them
accessible to the reader.--Alfonso GA mez-Lobo, Georgetown UniversityThis text is a very readable,
modern, American English translation. It remains true to the original Greek. The introductory
materials are useful, sane, and meet the needs of a wide range of undergraduates. Maps are easy

to read and very useful.--Marie T. Gingras, University of Colorado

Paul Woodruff is Professor of Philosophy, University of Texas at Austin.

The default kindle version for this book has very messed up formatting, HOWEVER, see the other



available kindle edition "October 1st, 1993." This version is slightly cheaper, yet very well formatted.
The footnotes work properly and the italicized words aren’t messed up as in the default kindle

edition.

For some reason, this book was not transcribed very well to Kindle format. Certain words are broken
out oddly in the text, and the flow of the book is therefore disrupted. | tried to fix it by playing around
with the font and size settings, but it didn’t work. You can see this problem in the online preview,
but | assumed that this would not be the case once | purchased version. | was incorrect. If you

would like this book, and want it to be an easier read, buy the hard-copy.

Be ware that the Kindle version of this book is broken .. My impression is that the publisher used an
automated software to convert a scanned book to Kindle without any quality control at all .. It is

unreadable .. Buy the print version!lt's a great read but the Kindle version deserves no stars at all ...

When Dr. Paul Woodruff writes the educated world listens. This is an exceptional work of history

which is related to the issues of the modern day world. One of the best.

| guess there is no need to write about Thucydides extraordinary talent on explaining the underlying
causes of war and his ability to accurately reflect the human nature but as a non native english
speaker | should mention that Paul Woodruff's translations and composition of the ancient greek

texts are so good and easy to understand for the reader.

The best detailed picture of the Sicilian war, emphasizing the endless suffering of the returning
warriors from their defeat at the hands of the victorious Spartans. We see more about the treachery
of Alcibiades, the rich scion of a powerful Athenian family, womanizer and "deal" maker, fomenting

the war, but hedging his bets by secret meetings with the Spartans; very relevant today.

| had to buy this book for a college class; three years later and | still find myself picking it up for a

light read.

My daughter needed this for college and she had no complaints.
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